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Writing is an act to express the idea, feeling and facts in written form, including 
argumentative essay. This research describes the analysis of students’ ability in writing 
conclusion of argumentative essay at the eleventh grade of SMAN 3 Tanjung. 
Descriptive-qualitative research method was used with the total subject of 13 students at 
XI IPA of SMAN 3 Tanjung. The data were collected through writing test and the results 
were categorized in percentage.  The result of the research denoted that there were 64% 
students who were in good category in writing the content of conclusion of argumentative 
essay. However, it was also found that 76% of the students had low ability in grammar 
and 90% in diction. It can be concluded that students’ ability in writing the content of 
conclusion of argumentative essay is in good category but with limited ability in grammar 
and diction. 
 




English is an important means of communicate, which is used by many countries 
in the world. It plays an important role as an international language. In Indonesia, English 
becomes the first foreign language that has to be taught at many levels of education from 
elementary to senior high school, language becomes on important thing and people 
around the world to use it.  
 
In this century, English is not only as an International communication but also it 
becomes widely used as an education system and teaching tools. According to Swam 
(2009). Explained that “practice in English language teaching has identified the four 
skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking. This is in line with Brown (2007:284) that 
in English there are four skills to be mastered such as listening, speaking reading and 
writing. For more than six decades now, research and practice English language teaching 
has identified the “four skill” – listening, speaking, reading and writing as paramount 
importance. Each of this skill has its own difficulties to be practiced, especially in 
teaching English as a foreign language such as in Indonesia. 
 
From the skills above, writing is a fundamental and essential to be mastered by 
learners in learning a foreign language, not only does it bear a highly communication 
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value, but also it is generally regarded as the parameter of one’s proficiency in foreign 
language.  
 
Writing a text in English is not easy; students must have lot vocabularies to 
transfer a language from their mind into written sentences, because writing is productive 
skills. According to Harmer (2007:265) writing is one of productive skills in which the 
skill requires students to produce language themselves. Based on what Harmer stated, that 
is why English writing seems difficult for the students to produce a writing piece not in 
their mother tongue. Liu and Braine (2005: 623-624) also state that writing is more 
complex in that it tests to write not only coherently but correctly, which requires more 
time and effort to produce a writing piece. 
 
In senior high schools, writing skill is taught to develop literacy competence. It 
means teaching writing for the students is with the objective to be able to enlarge the 
students’ ability in literacy. The students require skill in writing because their writing skill 
will guide themselves in doing the writing task. Meanwhile, the students have also to be 
able to compose many genres of essay with correct writing aspects of content, form, 
grammar, style and mechanics. Making a good essay needs knowledge in order to 
compose a good one. A good essay will attract the people to read it. 
 
Composing an essay needs a good skill in writing. The students should be able to 
develop their ideas in making and arranging the paragraphs. They are also required to 
explore their knowledge to be poured into paragraphs. Besides that, the students have to 
know the genres of essay, such as descriptive essay, narrative essay, argumentative essay 
and exposition essay (Langan, 2001:167). In this research, the researcher focused the 
research on an argumentative essay. 
 
In the conclusion part of an essay, students help the reader understand how the 
ideas in the essay connect to other events in the past and present. This helps the reader 
appreciate why the ideas in the essay matter. Text-to-Text, Text-to-Self, Text-to- World 
is a strategy that helps students develop the habit of making these connections. It can be 
used to help students prepare for writing a conclusion, after they have written the body 
paragraphs of their essay (Journal of Writing Strategies, 2011: 30). 
 
Writing a conclusion in an argumentative essay is often the most difficult part to 
write, and many writers feel that they have nothing left to say after having written the 
paper. A writer needs to keep in mind that the conclusion is often what a reader 
remembers best. Oshima and Hogue, (2007) conclusion should 1) stress the importance 
of the thesis statement, 2) give the essay a sense of completeness, and 3) leave a final 
impression on the reader.  
Based on the above background, the objective or the aim of the research was to 
know the student’s ability in writing conclusion of argumentative essay of the Eleventh 
Grade SMAN 3 Tanjung. 
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The research design of this research was descriptive qualitative. Qualitative 
method is a completely different way to look at how to collect and analyze information. 
That is the way to find out the students’ writing argumentative essay in terms of its 
conclusion, including the content, grammar, diction, and punctuation used it. 
 
The research was conducted at SMAN 3 Tanjung. It was on Basuki Rahmat Street 
RT 02 Tanjung, South Kalimantan.  The subjects of this research were 13 students of XI 
IPA 2 of SMAN 3 Tanjung academic year 2017/2018. The research instruments used 
were observation sheet and a task. Following Hadi (2005) he aspects of the task 
measurement included content, grammar, diction and punctuation. In collecting the data, 
the writer gave the task to write an argumentative text to the eleventh grade students of 
SMAN 3 Tanjung. The students were given 60 minutes to write a complete argumentative 
text. The result of the tryout of the task showed that the time allocation to do was sufficient 
and the instruction was understood.  
 
The technique of data processing followed the procedure of ….. (Hadi, 2005) as 
follows:  (1) Editing, used to reexamine all of the tasks to make sure whether they have 
already completed and submitted or not, (2) Classifying, to classify the collected data 
based on its kind, (3) Tabulating, to determine the degree of students’ ability in writing 
conclusion of argumentative essay. The total maximum expected score (MES) of writing 
test were 100 points and the results of writing an argumentative essay were calculated 
using the following formula:  
 
The interpretation of data is needed to to describe the significant meaning of data. 
To interpret the level of the test item, the writer divided it into categories, they are:  
 
M = X 
N 
 
Where: M = mean  
X = total score  
N= total number of respondents 
 
The highest score was 100 and the lowest was 0. Then students’ scores were 
interpreted as their achievement in writing conclusion of argumentative essay. 
 
Data analysis was done in percentage on the measurement of the students’ ability 
in writing conclusion of argumentative essay in terms of content, grammar, punctuation 
and diction based on the scoring guide by Oshima and Hogue, (2007) 
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The research investigated the students’ ability in writing conclusion of 
argumentative essay at the eleventh grade of SMAN 3 Tanjung. The data were obtained 
from the results of the students’ writing the conclusion of argumentative essay, including 
the aspects of content, grammar, diction, and punctuation. The results are presented as 
follows. 
 
Score of writing conclusion of argumentative essay 
 
a. Content  
 
Table 1. Score of content 
No Score F 
Content Aspect 
Percentage Category 
1. 0 – 5 1 7% Bad 
2. 6 – 15 3 23% Fair 
3. 16 – 25 9 69% Good 
4. 26 – 35 - - Excellent 
 
There were 3 students (23%) with good category and 10 students (77%) with 
excellent category in writing conclusion of argumentative essay.  
 
Based on the text, we can conclude the influence of the internet. Internet has 
positive impact, for example internet users can get the information easily and quickly. 
Besides having a positive impact, the internet also has some negative impact. For 
example, internet can make most of students lazy to think about their task given by teacher 
because almost all of the lesson they to think can get on the internet. Internet also 
decreases the role of library in real life.  
 
b. Score of Grammar and Sentence Structure  
 
Table 2. Score of Grammar and Sentence Structure 
No Score F 
Content Aspect 
Percentage Category 
1. 0 -5 1 8% Bad 
2. 6 -15 9 69% Fair 
3. 16 – 25 3 23% Good 
4. 26 – 35 - - Excellent 
 
The students’ score of the grammar in writing conclusion of argumentative essay 
showed that only 1 students (8%) who was included in bad category. Meanwhile, there 
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Example 1 (good category) 
 
Technology development goes along with the development of the world 
almost all of areas of the world such as industry, business, education, 
entertainment and other .internet has a variety of functions such as 
communication function, data exchance, source of media information. And 
by internet user the most is internet as source of media information. 
 
Example 2 (excellent category) 
 
The internet also has some negative impact for its users such as: they use 
internet to open the forbidden sites such as pornography, gambling and 
others. Internet can also be used by people who are not responsible for 
hacking into secret achieve in cyberspace 
 
c. Score of Punctuation  
 
There was only 1 student (8%) who was in good category in using punctuation, 
and 12 students (92%) who were in excellent category in using punctuation in writing the 
conclusion of argumentative essay. 
 
Table 3. Score of Punctuation 
No Score F 
Content Aspect 
Percentage Category 
1. 0 < 5 - - Bad 
2. 5 < 10 1 8% Good 
3. 10-15 12 92% Excellent 
 
d. Score of Diction  
 
There were 6 students (46%) who were in good category in using diction. 
Meanwhile, there were 7 students (54%) who got excellent category for their ability in 
using diction.  
 
Table 4. Score of Diction 
No Score F 
Content Aspect 
Percentage Category 
1. 0 – 5 6 46% Bad 
2. 6 – 10 7 54% Good 
3. 11- 15 - - Excellent 
 
Example 1 (good category) 
 
Currently the technology is growing very rapidly, especially the development 
internet. There are the positive and negative impacts posed by the internet 
that can be perceived by the consume 
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After presenting the data, the writer analyzed all the obtained data to give some 
considerations of the research.  
 
a. Content  
 
In making a content the students to make the paragraph that fits the assessment, 
the paragraph should interesting and used care and tought for example for this example, 
the researcher can conclude that the students did not compose their writing. Its mean that 
the paragraph has not only, for example:  
 
For example, internet can make most of students lazy to thing about their task 
given by teacher because almost all of students lazy to think about their task 
given by teacher because almost all of lesson they can get on the internet. 
Internet also decreases the role of library in real life. 
 
Based on the test result, it is know that the biggest value is 25 and the lowest value 
5. Then score of the content result shows that just 1 students (23%) bad category and 3 
students (77%) fair category. shows that just 9 students (69%) good category  especially 
the some students’ ability in content did not have enough vocabulary so they did not make 
good any conclusion 
 
b. Grammar and sentence structure  
 
An understanding of grammatical points and the limits of their constraint is genre 
knowledge and therefore to writing construction. Hyland (2004, p.68) state that “Many 
writing teachers do teach grammar, but often this takes the form task that are disconnected 
from writing activates or set as supplementary work to adder persistent error”. It means 
that, when the teachers do teach grammar, they have to apply it in writing constriction. 
The part of a sentence that names the person, place, or thing about which something said 
is the subject. The part of a sentence that tells what the subject does or what is done to the 
subject is the predicate. 
 
Incorrect 
Internet very influence in live. Internet very to help we in communication with 
family distant. And internet often we use to quality task as study but, internet 
many sides negative, as make most of student lazy. 
 
Correct 
Internet is very influence in life. Internet is very useful for us in 
communication with family distant and internet we often use to do quality task 
for studying but, internet has many negative sides, and makes the most of 
students be. 
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Based on the result of the test, it is know that the biggest value from a lot of 
students is 25 and the lowest is 4. Score of the grammar and sentence structure result in 
shows that 1 students (8%) students and also 9 students 69%, and then 3 (23%) students 
know about 1-15 sentence.  
 
The mistakes that the students often practice their writing so almost of them had 
the problems in grammar and sentence structure. As a demonstrator, before the students 
to write conclusion the teacher has to explain more about language feature of conclusion 
that include grammar and sentence structure. By doing this it will discharger the problem 
itself. 
 
c.  Punctuation  
 
Based on the result of the test, it is know that the biggest value from a lot of 
students is 15 and the lowest is 10. Score of punctuation result in (table 4.3) shows that 
10 students (8%) students know a period after every sentence capital letters are used 
correctly the spelling is correct Commas are used correctly and 1 students (8%) show of 
students only know a period after every sentence capital letters. 
 
Incorrect Punctuation 
1. Internet users (,) especially students also can get so many references from 
books and material which is available on internet for free (.) (the) internet 
also has some negative impcats for its users its user as (.) (they) use 
internet to open for bidden such as pornography, gambing and others. 
2. They can get information quickly and easily (.the) ease of information. 
 
The researcher found that there are still some sentences did not use a period after 
every sentence, capital letter are used incorrect, and also comma, but, if we compared 
with the other ability, the percentage of students’ ability in punctuation is the highest, it 
is because of the rule using punctuation is a little and they also have learned about it in 
grammar. So the students could make a conclusion with a good punctuation.  
 
Teacher a evaluator has to evaluate for students, conclusion by doing this, the 
teacher can indicate where they wrote well and where they made problems in using 
punctuation. And then, as feedback provider, teacher should respond positively to the 
students’ ability. It means, the teacher will know their ability and considers how to solve 
it. 
 
d.  Diction  
 
Issue of word choice I writing fall under the heading of diction there are some 
general rules for diction that work in all situation, because words in English can be used 
in so many different ways, there are us many rules than there are words. 
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Now = at this point in time 
 
Internet very helps us = internet very useful us 
 
We can be more simply and quickly = we can be simpler and quicker. 
 
Based on the result. It is known that the biggest value 8 and the lowest value is 
13. Then, the score of the content result (table 4.6) shows that just 6 students (46%) knows 
Each words has coherence in English and 7 students (54%) knows Each words has 
coherence and Transition are used to link sentence.  Based on the test, the student’s ability 
to write conclusion with dictation like Each word has coherence and Transition are used 




Based on the research results toward the eleventh grade students at Senior high 
school 3 Tanjung (SMAN 3 Tanjung) about the students ability in writing conclusion of 
argumentative essay, there is s necessary conclusion as follows the students’ ability in 
writing conclusion of argumentative essay of eleventh grade students at SMAN 3 Tanjung 
is in fair category, it is based on the calculation means of students’ score are 44.08 with 




Anker,  Susan. (2007). Real Writing with Reading. Fourth Edition. New York:         
Bedford  
 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. (2005). Manajemen Penelitian. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.  
 
Brown. Douglas H. Priyanvada Abeywickrama. (2010). Language Assessment Principle 
and Classroom Practice. New York: Pearson Longman. 
 
 Dirgeyasa. (2016). College Academic Writing: A Genre Based Perspective. Jakarta: PT 
Balebat Dedikasi Prima. 
 
Hadi, Amiru and Haryono, H. (2005). Metodologi Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: 
Pustaka Setia. 
 
Manser, Martin H. (2008). Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary. New York: Oxford 
University Press.  
 
Micheal, Swam. (2009). Practical English Usage. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Riduan. (2005). Belajar Mudah Penelitian untuk Guru, Karyawan, Peneliti Pemula, 
Bandung: Alfabeta. 
Proceedings of the 4th INACELT                                            
(International Conference on English Language Teaching) 
ISSN: 2656-4432 (online) 
 
 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Palangka Raya Indonesia, 21-22 October 2020 
http://e-proceedings.iain-palangkaraya.ac.id/index.php/inacelt   
Copyright © 2020 by INACELT 
 
188 
Scott, A. Wendy and Lisbeth H. Ytreberg. (2005). Teaching English to Children.  
New York: Longman Group. 
 
 
Author’s Brief CV 
 
Risa Masdania Kartika Bina was born in September 20th 1995 in Banjarmasin. She took 
undergraduate program at UIN Antasari Banjarmasin, majoring English Education. Now, 
she is a postgraduate student and took English education program at University of 
Palangka Raya batch 2019. 
 
